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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 04257 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRDFR 

SUBJECT: CURRENT "BUY FRENCH" CAMPAIGN 

1 . FYI ONLY: WE KNOW THAT THE STAFF OF FOREIGN TRADE 
MINISTER ROSSI HAS BEEN RECOMMENDING TO HIM THAT GOF 
OFFICIALS, HAVING MADE THEIR POINT, SHOULD SLOW DOWN OR 
CALL OFF THEIR CURRENT "BUY FRENCH" CAMPAIGN. STAFFERS 
ADMIT THEIR CONCERN FOR THE PSYCHOLOGICAL REPERCUSSIONS 
WHICH COULD BE PROVOKED BY THIS CAMPAIGN. THEY NOTE 
THAT IMPORTS OF CONSUMER GOODS HAVE BEEN RISING SHARPLY 
AND THAT CURRENT CONCERNS HAVE RELATED TO IMPORTS FROM 
EC PARTNERS, MAINLY ITALY, GERMANY, AND THE U.K., FOR 
SUCH ITEMS AS SHOES, TEXTILES AND HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES. 

DURING THE NEXT TEN DAYS ROSSI WILL BE VISITING VARIOUS 
EC CAPITALS, AND HISSTAFF BELIEVES HE WILL QUICKLY 
BECOME MORE SENSITIZED. HOWEVER, THE STAFF IS ALSO 
LOOKING CLOSELY AT IMPORT STATISTICS TO SEE IF THEY CAN 
IDENTIFY AREAS WHERE SPECIAL MEASURES COULD BRING 
ABOUT SIGNIFICANT SAVINGS. SO FAR THE ONE ITEM 
RECEIVING ATTENTION IS COFFEE, FOR WHICH FRENCH SPENT 
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FOUR BILLION FRANCS ON IMPORTS IN 1976, THAT IS ABOUT 
$800 MILLION. STAFF ARE NOT SURE WHAT, IF ANYTHING, 

CAN OR SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT COFFEE BUT SAY THEY "MAY 

THINK OF SOMETHING." END FYI 
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